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machine on our planet: the human body!



TICKETS
HOW TO BUY & WIN

To WIN TICKETS,

SIGN UP FOR THE E-NEWSLETTER
ON OUR NEW WEBSITE,
WWW.EXPLOREUM.COM, DESIGNED
BY Docwoop ProbucTions.

Visit
WWW.EXPLOREUM.COM/
NEWSLETTER.HTML

Two WINNERS WILL BE CHOSEN
EACH MONTH THROUGH May!

Sullivan announces plans 3 creyeys o L
for new human health gallery MEMBERS GET THE FIRST SERVING

As the Exploreum begins its 10th calendar year of operation, Michael Sullivan,
Executive Director, has exciting news to share with Members.

Infirmary Health System has partnered with the Exploreum to design and build a new
permanent exhibit gallery on human health — tentatively titled “My BodyWorks”. The
gallery is scheduled to open in early 2009 and will address important regional and

Some are as big as dinner plates. Others as tiny as a dime.
From multi-colored to well-camouflaged, they have occupied our

fairy tales, mythology, even advertising. And they’ll hop to a new national health concerns.

home this summer, bringing a “ribbiting” good time to the Gulf Coast

Exploreum! “We are honored that Infirmary Health System, south Alabama’s largest provider of
You loved the Exploreum’s first-ever exhibition of live animals, quality healthcare, has joined forces with the Exploreum on a project that can literally

Reptiles: The Beautiful and the Deadly, so due to popular demand, save lives,” noted Sullivan. The partnership signals the growing credibility and prestige

the 2008 summer line-up includes FROGS! the Exploreum has established as the region’s premier public and K-12 education desti-
FROGS! will feature everything about your favorite four- nation.

legged amphibians: What is a Frog? Frog anatomy, frogs in fairy
tales, famous frogs, and parenting frogstyle.

Several different types of frogs and their relatives will be
showcased in the new exhibit including Spiny-headed Tree Frogs,
Barking Tree Frogs, Amazon Milk Frogs, Tomato Frogs, Green Tree
Frogs, Green and Black Dart Frogs and Hourglass Dart Frogs.

“My BodyWorks” will permanently fill the first floor gallery, just off the atrium, with
more than 50 state-of-the art interactive exhibits and a Bio Lab for changing activities.

“Working with Infirmary professionals, we have selected educational goals that are timely
and extremely relevant to the communities that both organizations serve,” added Sullivan.
“With five hospitals and hundreds of physicians and clinics serving the Gulf Coast region,

Often called “Jewels of the Amazon,” tiny poison dart frogs Infirmary Health System brings invaluable expertise and resources to the table. It is a part-
will also be on display. These brightly colored and highly toxic spe- nership that will have long-lasting benefits for our area.”
cies are used by indigenous people as a poisonous component of
their hunting darts. But don’t worry: the animals on exhibit at the Visitors will learn how their body works and how their own diet and lifestyle choices can in-
Exploreum are perfectly safe! fluence health and quality of life. Most important will be exhibits that emphasize the value
Most frogs are nocturnal so lighting in the frog exhibit will be of developing lifelong habits of healthy eating and exercise.
modified to ‘switch’ the days and nights of the amphibians so they’ll
be more active during the daytime hours for visitors to get a better Unfortunately, South Alabama ranks near the top in the nation for the percent of the popu-
look at them. lation that suffers from high blood pressure, diabetes, stroke and heart attack. This

exhibit will show visitors that these conditions can often be mitigated by making the right
choices in their daily lives.

FROGS! is an exhibit created by the highly acclaimed Aquari-
um of the Americas in New Orleans, a facility oper-

«y ated by the not-for-profit Audubon Nature Insti- Also included will be information kiosks that will hopefully inspire area youth to consider

G ' tute. The Audubon Nature Institute is dedicated to one of the many different careers available in the healthcare industry today.
L celebrating the wonders of nature. o

EDUCATION

The gallery design, fabrication and installation costs are expected to top $3 million.

AN 0 Infirmary Health System has committed to support the project with contributions from The

il Infirmary Foundation and by bringing other partners to the table. Already, the Ernest K.
¢ \_-., { DeBakey Foundation has donated $400,000 to the project.

: The Exploreum has engaged the services of a science exhibit

designer, Peter Feher, who is now working with staff to ensure that

the latest and greatest “wow”exhibit technologies are added to
the mix.

Frogs are going extinct. So are toads, salamanders, newts, and the intriguingly unusual caecilians. In fact, the World
Conservation Union (IUCN) estimates that at least 1/3 of known amphibian species are threatened with extinction. While
the major culprit has historically been habitat loss and degradation, many of the declines and extinctions previously referred
to as “enigmatic” are now being attributed to the rapidly dispersing infectious disease chytridiomycosis (“chytrid”). This
fungus is causing species extinctions at an alarming rate. Can you imagine if we were about to lose 1/3 of the world’s mam-
mals?

The combined effect of habitat destruction, climate change, pollution, and chytrid cannot be addressed solely in the

“l look forward to sharing more details about the gallery and

its implications for the Exploreum’s long term exhibit plans in the
next issue of the Members Newsletter.” said Sullivan. He did of-
fer a brief tease by noting that the gallery will include an 8-foot
realistic beating heart, augmented virtual reality activities, and a
personalized data collection system that will allow visitors to track
their own eating, fitness and health parameters as measured dur-
ing their visit.

wild. Captive assurance populations have become the only hope for many species faced with imminent extinction and are an
important component of integrated conservation effort.

The IUCN has classified four amphibians in the U.S. to be critically endangered, the Mississippi gopher frog, the Chir-
icahua leopard frog, the mountain yellow-legged frog and the Wyoming toad. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has listed
37 amphibian species under the Endangered Species Act. Learn more about what you can do to protect and restore am-
phibian populations at www.yearofthefrog.org.

NSTA GIVES A+ FOR INFORMAL LEARNING

The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) recently convened in
Birmingham, Ala., to share the latest in science content, teaching strategy and
research to enhance and expand professional growth -- and the Exploreum was

OUTREACH
Jubilee BEST & YMCA Wing Bowl Il

. il .
Davidson High School, 1st place winners overall;

2nd place, best Web site design; and

1st place, SolidWorks CAD design competition.

Not pictured: St. Paul’s Episcopal School, 2nd place,
robotics game competition. Praise Christian School,
3rd place, SolidWorks CAD design competition.

there too, sharing infor-
mation about the OUR BODY exhibit and additional curriculum-relevant content
available throughout the facility to regional educators and administrators.

NSTA encourages the development of sustained links between informal edu-
cational institutions and schools. The organization also recognizes and promotes a
growing body of research that documents the power of informal learning experi-
ences to spark curiosity and engage interest in the sciences during school years
and throughout a lifetime. In addition, NSTA notes that institutions like the Explore-
um accommodate different learning styles and effectively serve the complete
spectrum of learners: gifted, challenged, non-traditional and second language
learners.

With your support the Exploreum will continue to be a cornerstone for infor-
mal learning on the Gulf Coast, offering a powerful means to enhance experi-
ences for classroom teachers and offer an effective means for parents/caregivers
to share moments of intellectual curiosity and time with their children. &



